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landmarks for ships making the port of Madras. The
Javadi hills of North Arcot, the Kalrayan, Kollaimalai,
and Shevaroy hills of Salem, and the Pachaimalais of Tri-
chinopoly, are all inhabited by Malayalis (=hill people),
who, according to tradition, originally belonged to the
Vellala caste of cultivators, and emigrated from the sacred
city of Kanchipuram (Conjeeveram) to the hills when
Muhammadan rule was dominant in Southern India. The
Shevaroy hills contain the small hill-station of Yercaud or
Erkad (4,500 feet). The Malayalis hold an annual festival
on the summit of the Shevarayan hill, where the temple
of the god Servarayan is situated in the midst of a sacred
grove.
The most mountainous region of the Mysore State,
situated in the Kadur district, is bordered on the west by
the Western Ghats. It has been said to rise into some of
the loftiest peaks between the Nllgiris and the Himalayas,
supporting on its centre the stupendous barrier of the Baba
Buden chain, which rises, in Mulainagiri, to 6,317 feet
above the sea. The god of the temple at Belur is believed
to make occasional trips to the Baba Buden hills to visit
the goddess, wearing a huge pair of slippers kept for him
at the temple, which are renewed by leather-workers when
they become worn out, and presented at the shrine. In
the Mysore district, the Biligirirangan range reaches a
height of 5,091 feet, and, in the Hassan district, the
Subrahmanya or Pushpagiri mountain rises to 5,626 feet
Further east, in the Kolar district, the hill range reaches
its highest point at Nandidrug (4,851 feet).